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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claims 1 -1 9 (canceled). 

Claim 20 (currently amended): An electrical connector, comprising: 
a plurality of oloctricaUy conducting m e mbor sc ontacts : 
a first electrically conducting plate; and 

a second electrically conducting plate positioned opposite to and oriented 
substantially in parallel with the first electrically conducting plate; wherein 

the first and the second electrically conducting plates each include a plurality of 
fingers dispose therein: and 

each contact of the electrical connector corresponds to one of the plurality of 
fingers of the first and the second electrically conducting plates a f i rst group of the 
plura li ty of e l e ctr i cally conducting m e mbers ar e e lectr i cal l y connected to a resp e ctiv e 
ono of tho first and eocond e lectrically conduct i ng plates and a socond group of th e 
p l urality of e l e ctr i cally conduct i ng m e mbers aro not olootrica l ly connect e d to ei th e r of the 
f i r s t and s o cond olo ctrically conducting p l at o s; and 

at least ono ol e ctrica ll y conducting memb e r of th e f i rst group is adjac e nt to at 
le ast ono el ect rica l ly conducting m e mb e r of tho socond group; wh e r e in 

a t le ast on e of tho first group of th e p l uralit y of e l e ctrically conducting memb e rs i s 
substant i al l y i dentical to at loast ono of tho s e cond group of th e p l ural i ty of o l ectrically 
conducting momb e rs . 

Claim 21 (currently amended): The connector of claim 20, wherein the plurality 
of oloctrically conducting members contacts are arranged in two rows which are 
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substantially parallel to a respective one of the first and second electrically conducting 



Claim 22 (currently amended): The connector of claim 2428, wherein the first 
and second groups of electrically conducting members contacts are arranged along 
e ach of tho - t wo rows. 

Claim 23 (currently amended): The connector of claim 2028, wherein a first 



between the first and second electrically conducting plates and a second portion of each 
of at least the first group of e lectr i cally conducting momborc the plurality of contacts rs 
located outside of a respective one of the first and second electrically conducting plates. 

Claim 24 (previously presented): The connector of claim 20, wherein each of the 
first and second electrically conducting plates is electrically connectable to a ground 
potential. 

Claim 25 (previously presented): The connector of claim 20, wherein each of the 
first and second electrically conducting plates is electrically connected to a ground 
potential. 

Claim 26 (currently amended): The connector of claim 2028, further comprising 
wherein the a plurality of fingers are arranged to make electrical contact between the 
first group of the plurality of e lectrical l y conducting membore contacts and the 
respective one of the first and second electrically conducting plates. 

Claim 27 (previously presented): The connector of claim 26, wherein the plurality 
of fingers are disposed along an outer surface of the respective one of the first and 
second electrically conducting plates. 
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Claim 28 (currently amended): The connector of claim 2620, wherein toe 
p l ura l ity of f i ngers are p a rt of tho r o spoctiv e ono of th e first and soGond e lec t ri c aWy 
conducting plato o a first group of the plurality of contacts are electrically connected to 
the corresponding finger of the first and second electrically conducting plates and a 
second group of the plurality of contacts are not electrically connected to the 
corresponding finger of the first and second electrically conducting plates . 

Claim 29 (currently amended): The connector of claim 26, wherein the plurality 
of fingers include a first plurality of fingers and a second plurality of fingers, the first 
plurality of fingers being arranged to make electrical contact between the first group of 
the plurality of electrica ll y conducting m e mbor G contacts and the respective one of the 
first and second electrically conducting plates, and the second plurality of fingers being 
arranged so as not to make electrical contact between the first group of the plurality of 
e l e ctrica ll y conducting m o mbor o contacts and the respective one of the first and second 
electrically conducting plates. , 

Claim 30 (previously presented): The connector of claim 29, wherein each of the 
first and second plurality of fingers are arranged along each of two different rows. 

Claim 31 (previously presented): The connector of claim 29, wherein each of the 
first and second plurality of fingers are arranged along each of the first and second 
electrically conducting plates. 

Claim 32 (currently amended): The connector of claim 29, wherein said first 
plurality of fingers that electrically connect a respective one of the first and second 
electrically conducting plates to a corresponding one of the plurality of el e ctr i ca ll y 
conduct i ng momborG contacts are bent towards the corresponding one of the plurality of 
e l e ctrically conducting m e mb e re contacts to make electrical contact with a ground 
potential. 
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Claim 33 (previously presented): The connector of claim 29, wherein the first 
plurality of fingers are adapted to be selectively bent inwardly away from a respective 
one of the first and second electrically conducting plates. 

Claim 34 (previously presented): The connector of claim 29, wherein the first 
plurality of fingers are selectively bent away from the oppositely positioned electrically 
conducting plate to produce a customized pattern of grounded electrical contacts. 

Claim 35 (currently amended): The connector of claim-2028, wherein in the first 
group of the plurality of ele ctrica ll y conducting m e mbor s contacts . a portion of each of 
the first group of the plurality of e lectr i ca l ly conducting memboro contacts is in physical 
contact with a portion of the respective one of the first and second electrically 
conducting plates. 

Claim 36 (currently amended): The connector of claim 20, wherein the 
el e ctrical l y conducting mombons pluralitv of contacts are adapted to be coupled to the 
surface of a printed circuit board. 

Claim 37 (currently amended): The connector of Claim 3028, wherein the 
second group of el ectrically conducting mombers contacts which are not electrically 
connected to either of the at least two electrically conductive plates are arranged to 
transmit signals through the connector. 

Claim 38 (currently amended): The connector of Claim 20, further comprising a 
plurality of fingers arranged to contact a surface of the one of the at least two electrically 
conductive plates so as to connect the first group of e l ectrica ll y conducting m e mbers 
contacts to the respective one of the first and second electrically conductive plates. 

Claim 39 (previously presented): The connector of Claim 20, further comprising 
an insulated housing, wherein the first and second electrically conductive plates are 
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disposed on opposite outer surfaces of the insulated housing. 

Claim 40 (currently amended): The connector of Claim 3928, wherein the first 
group el e ctrica l ly conducting momboro o f contacts are electrically connected to the 
respective one of the first and second electrically conductive plates at an outer surface 
of the-an insulated housing. 

Claim 41 (currently amended): An electrical connector, comprising: 

a plurality of electrically conducting members arranged along a row; 

at least one electrically conducting plate disposed substantially parallel to the row 
of electrically conducting members; and 

a plurality of connection portions , each of the plurality of connection portions 
corresponds to one of the plurality of connection portions : wherein 

for each conducting member tho p l urality of conducting m o mborc arranaed along 
the row , the conducting member, the corresponding connections portions, and t he at 
least one electrically conducting plate , and th e plural i ty of conn e ct i on port i ons are 
arranged such that a first group of the plurality of conducting members can be selected 
to be electrically connected to the at least one electrically conducting plate and a 
second group of the plurality of conducting members can be selected to not be 
electrically connected to the at least one electrically conducting plate aft e r th e 
completion of th e manufactur i ng of th e e l e ctrica l conn e ctor . 

Claim 42 {previously presented): The connector of claim 41 , wherein the plurality 
of connection portions that electrically connect the at least one electrically conducting 
plate to the first group of the plurality of electrically conducting members are arranged to 
be in physical contact with each of the at least one electrically conducting plate and the 
first group of the plurality of electrically conducting members. 

Claim 43 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41, wherein the plurality 
of connection portions are elongated fingers that are disposed on an outer surface of 
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the at least one electrically conducting plate. 

Claim 44 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41 , wherein at least one 
electrically conducting member of the first group is adjacent to at least one electrically 
conducting member of the second group. 

Claim 45 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41, wherein the plurality 
of connection portions are arranged along a row that is substantially parallel to the row 
of the plurality of electrically conducting members. 

Claim 46 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41 , further comprising 
another electrically conducting plate, wherein the plurality of electrically conducting 
members are arranged In two rows which are substantially parallel to a respective one 
of the electrically conducting plates. 

Claim 47 (previously presented): The connector of claim 46, wherein a first 
portion of each of the electrically conducting members is located between the two 
electrically conducting plates and a second portion of at least the first group of 
electrically conducting members is located outside of a respective one of the first and 
second electrically conducting plates. 

Claim 48 (previously presented): The connector of claim 46, wherein each of the 
electrically conducting plates is electrically connectable to a ground potential. 

Claim 49 (previously presented): The connector of claim 46, wherein each of the 
electrically conducting plates is electrically connected to a ground potential. 

Claim 50 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41, wherein the plurality 
of connection portions are part of the at least one electrically conducting plate. 
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Claim 51 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41 , wherein said 
plurality of connection portions that electrically connect the at least one electrically 
conducting plate to the first group of electrically conducting members are bent towards 
the plurality of electrically conducting members to make electrical contact with a ground 
potential. 

Claim 52 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41 , wherein the plurality 
of connection portions are adapted to be selectively bent inwardly towards the plurality 
of electrically conducting members. 

Claim 53 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41 , wherein the plurality 
of connection portions are selectively bent away from the at least one electrically 
conducting plate to produce a customized pattern of grounded electrical contacts. 

Claim 54 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41 , wherein the 
electrically conducting members are adapted to be coupled to the surface of a printed 
circuit board. 

Claim 55 (previously presented): The connector of Claim 41 , wherein the second 
group of electrically conducting members which are not electrically connected to the at 
least one electrically conductive plate is arranged to transmit signals through the 
connector. 

Claim 56 (previously presented): The connector of Claim 41 , further comprising 
an insulated housing, wherein the at least one conductive plate is disposed on an outer 
surface of the insulated housing. 

Claim 57 (previously presented): The connector of Claim 56, wherein the first 
group electrically conducting members are electrically connected to the at least one 
electrically conductive plate at an outer surface of the insulated housing. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claims 1-19 (canceled). 

Claim 20 (currently amended): An electrical connector, comprising: 
a plurality of e l e ctr i cal l y conduct i ng m e mbors contacts : 
a first electrically conducting plate; and 

a second electrically conducting plate positioned opposite to and oriented 
substantially in parallel with the first electrically conducting plate; wherein 

the first and the second electrically conducting plates each include a plurality of 
fingers dispose therein: and 

each contact of the electrical connector corresponds to one of the plurality of 
fingers of the first and the second electrically conducting plate s a first group of th e 
plura l ity of electrical l y conducting m e mbers are electrical l y connoot e d to a r e sp e ct i ve 
on e of th e first and s e cond electrica l ly conducting p l at e s and a second group of th e 
p l ura lit y of el ectrical l y conduct i ng members are not ele ctrica ll y connect e d to e ith e r of th e 
f i rst and s e cond ele ctrically conducting platos; and 

at l e ast on e e l ectr i ca l ly conducting m e mb e r of th e first group i s adjac e nt to a t 
least-one e l ectrica l ly conducting m e mb e r of th e s e cond group; wh e rein 

at least ono of th e fir s t group of the p l ural i ty of el ectr i ca ll y conduct i ng memb e rs i s 
substant ial ly i dontical to at l oast on o of tho socond group of tho plurality of electr i cally 

/r;nnHi ir^tinri mflmhfir^. 

wl lUUUlll ly~ HOI I lUKJt ZJ. 

Claim 21 (currently amended): The connector of claim 20, wherein the plurality 
of ele ctrica l ly conducting m e mb e rs contacts are arranged in two rows which are 
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substantially parallel to a respective one of the first and second electrically conducting 
plates. 

Claim 22 (currently amended): The connector of claim 2428, wherein the first 
and second groups of electrically conducting members contacts are arranged along 
e ach of the t wo rows. 

Claim 23 (currently amended): The connector of claim 2028, wherein a first 
portion of each of the e lectr i cal l y conducting m e mbere pluralitv of contacts is located 
between the first and second electrically conducting plates and a second portion of each 
of at least the first group of olQctrica ll v conducting m e mbers t he plurality of contacts is 
located outside of a respective one of the first and second electrically conducting plates. 

Claim 24 (previously presented): The connector of claim 20, wherein each of the 
first and second electrically conducting plates is electrically connectable to a ground 
potential. 

Claim 25 (previously presented): The connector of claim 20, wherein each of the 
first and second electrically conducting plates is electrically connected to a ground 
potential. 

Claim 26 (currently amended): The connector of claim 2028, further compr i s i ng 
wherein the a plurality of fingers are arranged to make electrical contact between the 
first group of the plurality of e l ectr i ca ll y conduct i ng m e m bers contacts and the 
respective one of the first and second electrically conducting plates. 

Claim 27 (previously presented): The connector of claim 26, wherein the plurality 
of fingers are disposed along an outer surface of the respective one of the first and 
second electrically conducting plates. 
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Claim 28 (currently amended): The connector of claim 3620, wherein the 
plurality of fingers aro part of tho rocpoctivo one of th o firot a nd second el e ctrical l y 
conducting p la toc a first group of the plurality of contacts are electrically connected to 
the corresponding fin ger of the first and second electrically conducting plates and a 
second group of the plurality of contacts are not electrically connected to the 
correspo nding finger of the first and second electrically conducting plates . 

Claim 29 (currently amended): The connector of claim 26, wherein the plurality 
of fingers include a first plurality of fingers and a second plurality of fingers, the first 
plurality of fingers being arranged to make electrical contact between the first group of 
the plurality of e l e ctrica l ly conducting mombor c contacts and the respective one of the 
first and second electrically conducting plates, and the second plurality of fingers being 
arranged so as not to make electrical contact between the first group of the plurality of 
electrical l y conduct i ng members contacts and the respective one of the first and second 
electrically conducting plates. , 

Claim 30 (previously presented): The connector of claim 29, wherein each of the 
first and second plurality of fingers are arranged along each of two different rows. 

Claim 31 (previously presented): The connector of claim 29, wherein each of the 
first and second plurality of fingers are arranged along each of the first and second 
electrically conducting plates. 

Claim 32 (currently amended): The connector of claim 29, wherein said first 
plurality of fingers that electrically connect a respective one of the first and second 
electrically conducting plates to a corresponding one of the plurality of ol o ctrically 
conducting membors contacts are bent towards the corresponding one of the plurality of 
elootrica l ly conducting mcmbers contacts to make electrical contact with a ground 
potential. 
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Claim 33 (previously presented): The connector of claim 29, wherein the first 
plurality of fingers are adapted to be selectively bent inwardly away from a respective 
one of the first and second electrically conducting plates. 

Claim 34 (previously presented): The connector of claim 29, wherein the first 
plurality of fingers are selectively bent away from the oppositely positioned electrically 
conducting plate to produce a customized pattern of grounded electrical contacts. 

Claim 35 (currently amended): The connector of claim-2928, wherein in the first 
group of the plurality of oloctrically conducting memborc contacts . a portion of each of 
the first group of the plurality of ele ctr i cally conduct i ng m e mb e r s contacts is in physical 
contact with a portion of the respective one of the first and second electrically 
conducting plates. 

Claim 36 (currently amended): The connector of claim 20, wherein the 
oloctr i cal l y conducting m e mb e r splurality of contacts are adapted to be coupled to the 
surface of a printed circuit board. 

Claim 37 (currently amended): The connector of Claim 2028, wherein the 
second group of oloctrical l y conducting mombors contacts which are not electrically 
connected to either of the at least two electrically conductive plates are arranged to 
transmit signals through the connector. 

Claim 38 (currently amended): The connector of Claim 20, further comprising a 
plurality of fingers arranged to contact a surface of the one of the at least two electrically 
conductive plates so as to connect the first group of oloctr i oally conducting m e mb e rs 
contacts t o the respective one of the first and second electrically conductive plates. 

Claim 39 (previously presented): The connector of Claim 20, further comprising 
an insulated housing, wherein the first and second electrically conductive plates are 
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disposed on opposite outer surfaces of the insulated housing. 

Claim 40 (currently amended): The connector of Claim 3928, wherein the first 
group electrica l ly conducting m e mbers of contacts are electrically connected to the 
respective one of the first and second electrically conductive plates at an outer surface 
of the-an insulated housing. 

Claim 41 (currently amended): An electrical connector, comprising: 

a plurality of electrically conducting members arranged along a row; 

at least one electrically conducting plate disposed substantially parallel to the row 
of electrically conducting members; and 

a plurality of connection portions , each of the Plurality of connection portions 
corresponds to one of the plurality of connection portions : wherein 

for each cond u cting member the plurality of conducting momhor G arranoed along 
the row , the conducting member, the corresponding connections portions, and the at 
least one electrically conducting plate , and tho p l ura l ity of connoction portions are 
arranged such that a first group of the plurality of conducting members can be selected 
to be electrically connected to the at least one electrically conducting plate and a 
second group of the plurality of conducting members can be selected to not be 
electrically connected to the at least one electrically conducting plate aftor tho 
completion of th e manufactur i ng of th e e lectrica l oonnootor . 

Claim 42 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41 , wherein the plurality 
of connection portions that electrically connect the at least one electrically conducting 
plate to the first group of the plurality of electrically conducting members are arranged to 
be in physical contact with each of the at least one electrically conducting plate and the 
first group of the plurality of electrically conducting members. 

Claim 43 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41, wherein the plurality 
of connection portions are elongated fingers that are disposed on an outer surface of 
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the at least one electrically conducting plate. 

Claim 44 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41 , wherein at least one 
electrically conducting member of the first group is adjacent to at least one electrically 
conducting member of the second group. 

Claim 45 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41 , wherein the plurality 
of connection portions are arranged along a row that is substantially parallel to the row 
of the plurality of electrically conducting members. 

Claim 46 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41 , further comprising 
another electrically conducting plate, wherein the plurality of electrically conducting 
members are arranged in two rows which are substantially parallel to a respective one 
of the electrically conducting plates. 

Claim 47 (previously presented): The connector of claim 46, wherein a first 
portion of each of the electrically conducting members is located between the two 
electrically conducting plates and a second portion of at least the first group of 
electrically conducting members is located outside of a respective one of the first and 
second electrically conducting plates. 

Claim 48 (previously presented): The connector of claim 46, wherein each of the 
electrically conducting plates is electrically connectable to a ground potential. 

Claim 49 (previously presented): The connector of claim 46, wherein each of the 
electrically conducting plates is electrically connected to a ground potential. 

Claim 50 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41, wherein the plurality 
of connection portions are part of the at least one electrically conducting plate. 
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Claim 51 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41 , wherein said 
plurality of connection portions that electrically connect the at least one electrically 
conducting plate to the first group of electrically conducting members are bent towards 
the plurality of electrically conducting members to make electrical contact with a ground 
potential. 

Claim 52 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41 , wherein the plurality 
of connection portions are adapted to be selectively bent inwardly towards the plurality 
of electrically conducting members. 

Claim 53 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41, wherein the plurality 
of connection portions are selectively bent away from the at least one electrically 
conducting plate to produce a customized pattern of grounded electrical contacts. 

Claim 54 (previously presented): The connector of claim 41 , wherein the 
electrically conducting members are adapted to be coupled to the surface of a printed 
circuit board. 

Claim 55 (previously presented): The connector of Claim 41, wherein the second 
group of electrically conducting members which are not electrically connected to the at 
least one electrically conductive plate is arranged to transmit signals through the 
connector. 

Claim 56 (previously presented): The connector of Claim 41, further comprising 
an insulated housing, wherein the at least one conductive plate is disposed on an outer 
surface of the insulated housing. 

Claim 57 (previously presented): The connector of Claim 56, wherein the first 
group electrically conducting members are electrically connected to the at least one 
electrically conductive plate at an outer surface of the insulated housing. 
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